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On Covert Aid to. Nlearaguan Rebels,
the Unmakmg of a Hawk

By Bill PeLerson

. V»Jamugwn Post Suul Wriler

-, )omed the ROTC at the University of Okla-
-homa duung the height of the Vietnam- war.
.He still remembers the hecklmg he got froma
antiwar demanstrators. . .

- “Theythrew water .on me- because I was a

.cadet squad leader,” McCurdy, -now a Dem-:
{ocrahc congressman -.from: Oklahoma, - re-;
,mlled yesterday. “It made me,mad. I thought
;1 was doing my patriotic duty,”: .. . .
., McCurdy, 33, still belongs to the Air-
:Force Reserve, and -his views on national de--
fense have not changed markedly over. the’
_years. The Reagan administration usually
.can . count on the Oklahoma: congressmans
“vote on most defense issues.

.But yesterday McCurdy was on the House
“floor opposing the administration on perhaps
/the most importarit national secumy xssue of .

the year: covert CIA aid to anti- government
guem]las in Nicaragua. . o

It was not something he did. hghtly A sec-
ond term congressman with three- la:ge mil-
itary bases in his district, McCurdy is wor-
ried enough about charges of being “soft on
communism” Lo have comnissioned a poll Lo
gauge voler opinion on the issue.

The way he came 1o his decision and his
reasons for it provide a revealing look at why |
the Reagan administration’s Central Amer-
ican pohcnes have so deeply divided Congress.
and the-American public. . .

Few members of Congress have had as.
much intimaie contact with Lhe issue.as has
McCurdy.

- As & member of the House Armed Ser-
vices and Intelligence committees, McCurdy
has visited Central America twice in.the last
two. years. He has met dozens of times with
top:. administration . officials ; at; ‘the. White

. activities' per se.”
" McCurdy 'said he concluded, “Either they

House, in the Defense Department on Cap

B ~ itol Hill and st ClA headquarters.
Davui McCurdy is & hawk; a guy who'

. McCurdy originally was receptive to the
administratioh’s views. He said he.is con-
cerned about the Sandinista government in
Nncaragua and "Im not opposed to .covert
But over the months

didn’t have a policy or they dldnt want Lo
tell us about it.”
Top administration officials * repeatedly

. contradxcted one another, he said. Admin-

istration objectives continually
and shifted.”
""“There didn't appear to be any single

“expanded

voice or any single policy in this administra--

tion,” McCurdy said in an interview. “We
were getung comradlclory reports {rom ev-
eryone.”

McCurdy is a boyxsh lookmg, soft-spoken -
man who keeps matters so close to his vest

that. Democrauc -colleagues- complain they.

often don't’ know where he stands on an is-
sue. L

“I never wanted for this to become a par-
tisan issue,” he said. - A

As & hawk and & “Boll Weevd" Democrat,
McCurdy was lobbied hard by .the Reagan
administration. But the efiort was sporadic
and the cast of players constantly changed.

In unsuccessfu! efforts to fashion-a com-
promise acceptable to other Democrats, he

' met al various points with Thomas O, End-
" ers, then assistant secretary of state for in-

ter-American affairs, and Deane R. Hinton,
then ambassador to El Salvador, among oth-
ers. Enders and” Hmton were laLer replaced
in their jobs.

McCurdy said he became discouraged

when the administration kept adding con-.

ditions to ending the covert activity. He said

he also became concerned about 'what he saw’

as the administration’s failure to analyze de
velopments in Central Amerlca S

“They decnde what is policy and then they

go out and get the information to back xt
up, he said.

McCurdy sent a letter Tuesday to 100

southern Democrats and moderate Repub-
licans, urging them to join him in supporting |
the
would end the covert aid, as “the best chance !
to bring some measure of stablhty in Central
“America.” b

amendment, which

‘Boland-Zablocki

“Many experts, mcludmg mtelhgenoe an-

'alysts have concluded there is no military

solution to the current fighting short of over--
throwing the government of Nlmragua. t.he
letter said.

Meanwhlle McCurdy has sbaned to weigh
the politics of the matter. He said Republi-
cans in his district have already condemned
him because of his stand. ‘

-“1 think Dave ‘has gotiten himself a little
out of the mainstream on this’ one,” said
Rep. ' Mickey Edwards (R-Okla.). '
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